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accompanied by the texts of the commissions of the governors-general 
and royal instructions. 

In an appendix are presented extracts from various treaties made by 
Great Britain relative to Canada, abstracts of papers on the bounda- 
ries of the various provinces, and numerous documents as to fisheries, 
the introduction of English law and trial by jury in Upper Canada, 
resolutions and despatches relative to political events in Canadian 
constitutional history, and a copy of the constitution of the United 
States, to which the present constitution of Canada bears a strong 
resemblance. 

In beginning his collection with the establishment of English rule, 
Mr. Houston omits many interesting and valuable papers of the French 
regime whose effect can be traced in many of the existing institutions. 
The notes which have been placed at the end of some of the groups of 
documents show the source of the texts and explain obscurities, thus 
rendering much aid to the student of the subject. 

Thomas D. Rambaut. 

Black America: A Study of the Ex-Slave and his Late Master. 
By W. Laird Clowes. London, Paris and Melbourne, Cassell & Co., 
1 89 1. — 8vo, xiii, 240. 

This latest book upon the negro question is noteworthy mainly for 
two reasons : first, because it is a study of the question by a foreigner 
for the purpose of bringing one of the great questions of United States 
politics before the English public ; and second, because, after a rather 
careful survey of the field, it proposes a radical solution, which has some 
good features. The book is mainly a reprint of a series of ten letters 
which appeared in the London Times about a year ago, written by a 
correspondent sent over to make a personal study. 

Mr. Clowes treats his subject in six chapters. The first, entitled 
"The Black Belt," describes the general feeling on the negro ques- 
tion and gives the statistics of present population and the estimates for 
the future, in regions where the negro forms a conspicuous element. 
Chapter II, " The Ex-Slave as Master," contains an outline of the his- 
tory of Reconstruction, written entirely from the standpoint of a 
Southern Democrat. The author's chief if not sole source of infor- 
mation on this subject seems to have been a book entitled Why the 
Solid South? or Reconstruction and its Results, written mainly by 
prominent Southern politicians. Hence many very important points in 
the history of the different phases of the negro question are entirely 
overlooked. In the chapter on "The Ex-Slave as he is," the author 
describes the Southern feeling toward the negro, the absolute suprem- 
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acy of the white race, the frauds at the polls, the social and moral status 
of the negro. The mutual antipathy between the races is brought out 
with such journalistic cleverness — by extracts from newspapers — as 
to be almost startling to the reader. Doubtless some generous friend 
has placed a scrap-book at the author's disposal. 
The author then asks : 

Is there any doubt that there is a race problem of infinite difficulty and dan- 
ger awaiting, nay crying for, solution in America? Is it not true that there 
is practically one law for the black and another for the white in the South ? . . . 
Is it not the duty of the United States to deal with the question? [ Page 106.] 

These and many other such questions cease in a large measure to be 
alarming after a careful study of the status of the negro during, say, the 
periods of the war, of unorganized, or rather, disorganized Reconstruc- 
tion, of negro supremacy, and of the present political impotency of the 
race. How amusing it now is to look back upon the time when millions 
were arguing that the negro could never provide for his own wants (and 
therefore must soon perish) and that he would never care for education ! 
Although the author is probably right in indicating, as he does in treat- 
ing of " The Position of the Southern White," that the negro is growing 
bolder and perhaps more dangerous in certain respects, he, like all 
others who have studied the question impartially, admits that the con- 
dition- of the negro to-day is much superior to what it was two decades 
ago. Still, insisting upon the seriousness of the problem, he rejects as 
impracticable or inadequate such solutions as the repeal of the fifteenth 
amendment, miscegenation, education, or the abandonment of certain 
of the Cotton States to the negroes. The ideal solution, according to 
Mr. Clowes's final chapter, would be the colonization of all negroes in 
the central belt of Africa, especially in the Congo Free State, Liberia 
and the British and German possessions on the Gulf of Guinea, and 
the half-breeds in the West Indies and in Central or South America. 
But the questions instantly arise : " Is the negro willing to go ? Can 
the negro be dispensed with? How can he be removed? Whither 
can he be sent?" The author's answer to these is very interesting, but 
not altogether cogent or satisfactory. In order to conceal from his 
own view what would naturally be the effect upon the negro of such 
colonization, Mr. Clowes tacitly ascribes to the race certain qualities, 
which, if really possessed (whether dormant or not), would make the 
danger from keeping the negro here infinitely less than the author 
would have us believe it is. 

Mr. Clowes's temper is excellent. His method is journalistic rather 
than scholarly ; but as his aim seems to have been the elucidation of 
the question for the general reader rather than a more profound study, 
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he is to be congratulated upon his success. Such work as he has done 
is of no slight importance in connection with a question whose ultimate 
solution is dependent upon the extent and accuracy of popular infor- 
mation in regard to it. „ _ 

Frederic Bancroft. 

Recueil des Inscriptions jfuridiques Grecques : Texte, Traduc- 
tion, Commentaire. Par R. Dareste, B. Haussoullier, Th. Reinach. 
Premier fascicule. Paris, E. Leroux, 1891. 

Though the French have distinguished themselves by scholarly and 
critical treatment of large numbers of Greek inscriptions, and have dis- 
covered and published perhaps more than the Germans during the past 
fifteen years, yet (except in the case of the older Le Bas-Waddingbon 
collection) they have left to the Germans the gathering of these inscrip- 
tions into systematic collections containing the best critical texts. The 
publication to which attention is here called marks a departure from 
this habit, but in a limited way and in a limited field. It is to con- 
sist of three parts, of which the first lies before us. It confines itself 
to the sphere of juridical inscriptions, and within this sphere to such as 
are most important and most instructive for the end in view. This end 
is not primarily that of the epigraphist. The epigraphist may and will 
benefit by its results ; but the collection is especially prepared for the 
student of jurisprudence who wishes to pursue his researches in the 
domain of antiquity beyond the limits of Roman law, and may otherwise 
be repelled by insufficient knowledge of Greek or by the difficulties of 
the subject matter or of the dialects. The editors have rightly believed 
that the inscriptions themselves are well worthy of the attention of the 
jurisconsult, and that to be widely studied they need only to be 
made accessible. To attain this purpose they have given a carefully 
edited text, embodying the labors of previous editors and their own ; 
and to this they have added a translation, expressed in language at once 
precise and juristic, and besides this a commentary upon the most 
important facts of the inscription. The work is therefore eminently 
practical and eminently useful and is to be heartily recommended to 
the student of law or of antiquities. Several of the inscriptions selected 
for the volume embody some of the most difficult legal questions pre- 
sented by antiquity. 

The varied contents of the fascicule may be seen from the following 
summary : No. 1, Halicarnassus, law regulating the re-acquisition of 
confiscated property by emigres; No. 2, Ceos, relating to funerals; 
No. 3, Gambreon, on mourning ; No. 4, Ephesus, on the abolition 
of debts during the Mithridatic war; No. 5, likewise from Ephesus, 
relating to mortgages at the close of the war ; No. 6, Myconos, regis- 



